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RPNs and RNs 

• In Ontario, nursing is one profession with two categories: 
Registered Nurse (RN) and Registered Practical Nurse 
(RPN)

• RNs and RPNs share the same regulatory body, the 
College of Nurses of Ontario (CNO)                                



RPNs and RNs 

• There are many areas of overlap in RPN and RN scope 
of practice

• There are differences as well, based on entry level (2 
year vs 4 year program) and ongoing nursing 
knowledge and competencies



Northern College’s BScN Program

• All four years of the program are offered on site

• 1st year enrollment is 45-55 students

• Degree conferred by Laurentian University

• Accredited by the Canadian Association of 

Schools of Nursing



Northern College’s PN Program

• 1st year enrollment is 30-35 students

• 2 year diploma program

• Approved by the College of Nurses of Ontario



Admission Requirements

PN Program BScN (Laurentian U)

OSSGD Required Required

Gr 12 English (C, U) (Minimum 65%) U level

Gr 12 Biology (C, U) (Minimum 65%)

Can be Gr 11 or Gr 12

U level

Gr 12 Chem 11 or 12 Chemistry (C, 

U) (Minimum 65%)

Can be Gr 11 or Gr 12

U level

Gr 11 Math (C, M, U) (Minimum 

65%)

Not applicable

Gr 12 Math Not applicable U level

Any two additional Gr 

12 courses (4U/M)

Not applicable Required

Other May be admitted as a 

mature student

Require a minimum 

overall average of 75% 

for admission





Why Students Transfer

• Unsuccessful in the BScN program

• Financial constraints

• Program length

• Health concerns/pregnancy

• Family responsibilities



What Facilitates Transfer

We consider ourselves ONE nursing faculty - no silos:

• Offices are together in the same hallway 

• Joint PN-BScN faculty meetings are held weekly to 

discuss program and student issues

• Development of the nursing department’s strategic 

plan, courses and program reviews inclusive of both

nursing programs

• Faculty has taught or currently teaches in both

programs

• Share the same clinical facilitator/placement officer



What Facilitates Transfer

Our nursing faculty:

• Readily provides students with accurate information 

about courses and the demands of both programs

• Readily speaks to the similarities and differences 

between RNs and RPNs 

• Respects and values the unique contribution of both 

nursing categories

• Uses respectful language:

• Moving across programs (not moving down a 

program)



What Facilitates Transfer

Small class sizes:

• We know our students’ academic strengths and 

challenges well 

• We are able to provide personalized attention

We know nursing:

• All nursing faculty are current or former front line 

nurses

• Most of us have clinical teaching experience

• One is a former practical nurse



What Facilitates Transfer

PN and BScN coordinators work together:

• Develop shared nursing department policies and 

procedures:

• E.g. extension forms, clinical requirements, and a 

nursing department student handbook

• Utilize a shared transfer form between nursing 

programs



.
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College Transfer Supports

• Advising Services

• Administration

• Student Services/Financial Aid

• Admissions

• Ontario Learn/Open Learning



Benefits for the Student

• Same faculty - familiar with teaching styles

• Working with the same CNO standards

• Similar program expectations 

• Better opportunities for transfer credits

• “All is not lost”

Result is decreased student anxiety



Thank you!

Questions?



Thank you!

Johanne Carbonneau carbonneauj@northern.on.ca

Shelly Hosman hosmans@northern.on.ca

Joan Martin Saarinen saarinenj@northern.on.ca
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