
Degree Transfer Advising:
Beyond the Basics



Evolution of the Degree and Credit Transfer Office at 
Seneca

In 2012, Seneca moved the DCTO from 
Student Services to the Academic portfolio, to 
better align with the College’s academic goals. 

At the time, nearly 44% of incoming students indicated they 
planned on pursuing further education after completing their 
program at Seneca and yet few services were available to 

support these students interested in further education. 

Established 
in 2001

The DCTO was among the first of its kind in 
Ontario to act as a central repository for all 

agreements, and to offer a high level of 
advisement on pathway options for students. 



Here’s the Numbers…

Advising once a week 
at 4 main campuses

Twice a week at 
Newnham in peak times –

January, end of 
September, and April

Program Specific 
Advisement

30 minute 
appointments

582 Degree Transfer 
Appointments

March 2017-March 
2018

1,000+ unique 
program-to-program 

pathways for students



Why Students Seek Advisement

Why students 
seek 

advisement

How do I 
apply to a 

degree 
program? 

What are 
the 

pathways 
for my 

program?

What are the 
requirements 

to transfer to a 
degree 

program?Can you 
help me with 

the 
application?

How much 
credit will I 

get?

How can I 
be a [insert 
profession]?



How Does a Student Access the 
DCTO?

Student Accesses DCTO

Student is referred 
to the Degree 

Transfer Guide/
ONTransfer

Reviews Degree 
Transfer Guide 

Hardcopy

Reviews Degree 
Transfer Guide Online

Reviews 
ONTransfer.ca

More questions?

Email for more 
information

Call for more 
information

Book Appointment 
with a Degree 

Transfer Advisor

YES

Complete

NO



GPA
Does the student’s 
GPA meet the 
minimum 
requirement? 



Current Semester



Destination School and Programs
What are the admission requirements?
Do we have a pathway?



Previous Post-Secondary Education
Prior university?
Previous poor academic record?





Strategy for Advisement
1) Backwards Planning: 

Beginning with the end in mind

Asking questions like: 
“What are your career 

goals?”
“What education is 

required?”

Helping students figure 
out what steps they 
need to complete

What external 
factors may impact 

this plan?



What is
the student's

end goal?
Psychologist 

What education is required 
for this profession? 
Masters and PhD in 

Psychology 

What are the admission requirements for 
Graduate Studies?

Vary by institution, but an Honours Degree in 
Psychology is usually expected

What is the student's current program? Do we have a 
pathway to the degree that they are interested in? Are they 

eligible to pursue this pathway?
Behavioural Sciences

Yes, we have agreements to a BA in Psychology 

Backwards 
Planning



Backwards Planning

• Lawyer
• Teacher
• Psychologist
• Pharmacist
• Dentist
• Doctor

• Accountant
• Occupational 

Therapist
• Optometrist
• Veterinarian

Educational Pathways to Professions Resources



Strategy for Advisement
2) Educating Students on Post-Secondary 
Systems 

Understanding 
the different 

credentials in 
Ontario 

Understanding 
the admissions 

process

Graduate 
studies 

admissions 
process

Program 
specific 

admissions 
process



Strategy for Advisement
3) Academic Preparedness/Aptitude

Students with a 
low grade(s) due 

to extenuating 
circumstances

Consistently low 
grades



Strategy for Advisement
4) Building and maintaining relationships 
with the right point people at partner 
institutions

Data 
Sharing 

Networking

Yearly or 
Semi-
Yearly 

Updates



Strategy for Advisement
5) Internal Buy-In/Relationships

Academic Advisors
-annual advisor lunch

-keeping advisors in the loop 
about university visits, events, 

updates etc.

Registration/Records
-information sessions

-where/how to access pathway 
information

-implementation of new 
agreements

Faculty
-class visits

-resource sharing
-supporting program reviews and 

new program development 

Recruitment
- Annual Information sessions

-Participation in large scale 
events

-involvement in high school visits



Scenarios

• In a small group, discuss how you would 
advise and what steps you would 
recommend to the students you are 
meeting with on the appointment cards

• Feel free to refer to the Degree Transfer 
Guide which has been provided to each 
group as well.



Scenarios

Student does not have 
any 12U



Scenarios



Scenarios



Scenarios



Scenarios

Currently working at a large financial institution 
Requires a degree to be considered for a 
promotion
Will continue to work while studying



Scenarios

Student is in high school
Has 12 U Math
Due to personal issues would 
like to start at College



Degree and Credit Transfer Office 

Degree and Credit Transfer Office
Academic Partnerships

T: 416-491-5050 ext. 26464
Degreeandcredit.transfer@senecacollege.ca

Follow us:
www.twitter.com/senecatransfer

Like us:
www.facebook.com/SenecaDegreeTransfer

Visit us:
www.senecacollege.ca/degreetransfer


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	How Does a Student Access the DCTO?
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Strategy for Advisement		
	Backwards Planning
	Backwards Planning
	Strategy for Advisement		
	Strategy for Advisement		
	Strategy for Advisement		
	Strategy for Advisement		
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Scenarios
	Slide Number 25

